
 

 

 
COMMITTEE MEETING  

MONDAY, JUNE 10, 2019 
7:00 p.m. 

Council Caucus Room 
 
 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES – Councilman McDonough, Chair 

 Issue: Charter and Codified Ordinances Review   
 Ord. 19-28 | Amending Charter to Make Language Gender Neutral 
 Ord. 19-29 | Amending Charter to Stagger Elected Office Terms 
 Ord. 19-30 | Amending Charter to Change Zoning Notice Area, Mandatory Referral and Voter Approval Requirements  
 Ord. 19-31 | Amending Charter to Change Submission of Zoning Changes and Voter Approval from 60 to 90 Days 
 Ord. 19-32 | Amending Charter to Change Publishing and Posting Requirements 
 Ord. 19-33 | Amending Charter to Change Number of At-Large Candidates and Primary Election Date 
 Ord. 19-34 | Amending Charter to Change Recall Election Date 

 
BOARD & COMMISSIONS REPORTS  

ROUNDTABLE 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE A SMART DEVICE? 
To download tonight’s agenda and legislation being considered, scan the code below: 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-28 
REQUESTED BY:  MAYOR EILEEN ANN PATTON 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
  
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND VARIOUS SECTIONS OF THE 
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO REPLACE ALL PERSONAL 
PRONOUNS WITH THE OFFICIAL TITLE OF THE SINGLE CITY POSITION BEING 
REFERRED TO BY THESE PRONOUNS IN EACH OF THESE SECTIONS AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in September of 2018, the Mayor appointed nine (9) qualified electors to the 
2018/2019 Charter Review Commission (“Commission”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Commission is charged with reviewing 
the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), and recommending alterations, 
revisions and amendments, if any, to the Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Council shall review the recommendations 
of the Charter Review Commission and approve or disapprove each individual recommendation. 
The Council thereafter shall submit to the electors any such proposed alterations, revisions, or 
amendments of this Charter it has approved by an affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one 
of its members pursuant to Article XII of this Charter at the next General Election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter contains masculine pronouns or plural pronouns referring 
to the male gender; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission recommends that, where applicable, all 
personal pronouns in various sections of the Charter be replaced with the appropriate official title 
of the single City position being referred to by each given pronoun. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
 
 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
various sections of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, where applicable, to replace all 
personal pronouns with the official title of the single City position being referred to by these 
pronouns in those sections. 
 
 SECTION 2. That the proposed amendment includes deletion of the following section. 
 
ARTICLE XIII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 
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SECTION 5.  GENDER NEUTRAL 
Whenever the male gender is used in this Charter it shall include the female gender. 
(Added 11-3-09.) 
 
 SECTION 3. That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the General Election to be held November 5, 2019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall various sections of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park be amended to replace 
all pronouns with the official title of the single City position being referred to by these 
pronouns in each of those sections and shall Article XIII, Section 5 GENDER NEUTRAL 
be deleted? 
 
 

 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
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 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 

PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-29 
REQUESTED BY:  MAYOR EILEEN ANN PATTON 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1 OF 
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO PROVIDE THAT THE POSITIONS 
OF PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL AND THE AT-LARGE MEMBER OF COUNCIL SHALL BE 
ELECTED IN THE REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER 
2023, FOR A TERM OF FOUR (4) YEARS BEGINNING IN JANUARY 2024, AND EVERY 
FOUR (4) YEARS THEREAFTER; AND THAT POSITONS OF THE FIVE (5) WARD 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL SHALL BE ELECTED IN THE REGULAR MUNICIPAL 
ELECTION SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER 2023, FOR A TERM OF TWO (2) YEARS, FOR 
TERMS BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2024, AND SUCH WARD COUNCIL MEMBER 
POSITIONS SHALL STAND FOR ELECTION IN NOVEMBER 2025, FOR FOUR (4) YEAR 
TERMS BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2026, AND EVERY FOUR (4) YEARS THEREAFTER, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
 WHEREAS, in September of 2018, the Mayor appointed nine (9) qualified electors to the 
2018/2019 Charter Review Commission (“Commission”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Commission is charged with reviewing 
the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), and recommending alterations, 
revisions and amendments, if any, to the Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Council shall review the recommendations 
of the Charter Review Commission and approve or disapprove each individual recommendation. 
The Council thereafter shall submit to the electors any such proposed alterations, revisions, or 
amendments of this Charter it has approved by an affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one 
of its members pursuant to Article XII of this Charter at the next General Election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter provides that the positions of President of Council, At-
Large Member of Council and the five (5) Ward Members of Council shall be elected at the regular 
municipal election in the year 2011 for a term of four (4) years and every fourth year thereafter; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission recommends that the positions of President 
of Council and the at-large Council Member continue to be elected in this cycle and positions of 
the five (5) Ward Members of Council be elected for a single two (2) year term in 2023 and a four 
(4) year term in 2025 and then every four (4) years thereafter resulting in the positions of President 
of Council and at-large Member of Council being staggered by two (2) years from the positions of 
the five (5) Ward Council Members. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
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 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
Article IV, Section 1 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park to provide that the positions of 
President of Council and the at-large Member of Council shall be elected in the regular municipal 
election scheduled in November 2023, for a term of four (4) years beginning in January 2024, and 
every four (4) years thereafter; and that positions of the five (5) Ward Members of Council shall 
be elected in the regular municipal election scheduled in November 2023, for a term of two (2) 
years, for terms beginning January 1, 2024, and such Ward council member positions shall stand 
for election in November 2025, for four (4) year terms beginning January 1, 2026, and every four 
(4) years thereafter. 
 
 SECTION 2. That the proposed amendments to Article IV and Article IX read as follows: 
 
ARTICLE IV 
THE COUNCIL 
 
SECTION 1. NUMBER AND TERMS. 
 
All legislative powers of the City, except as otherwise provided by this Charter and by the 
Constitution of the State of Ohio, shall be vested in a Council of seven members, five of whom 
shall be elected by the several wards, one of whom shall be elected at large, and one of whom shall 
be elected at large as president of Council.  
 
 Members of Council, including the President of Council, shall be elected at the regular municipal 
election in the year 2011 for a term of four (4) years and every fourth year thereafter for a term of 
four (4) years. All members of the Council shall assume office on the first day of January next 
following their election. THE POSITIONS OF PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL AND 
COUNCILPERSON AT-LARGE SHALL BE ELECTED IN THE REGULAR 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER 2023, FOR A TERM OF FOUR 
(4) YEARS BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2024, AND EVERY FOUR (4) YEARS 
THEREAFTER. 
 
THE FIVE (5) WARD COUNCIL POSITIONS SHALL BE ELECTED IN THE REGULAR 
MUNICIPAL ELECTION SCHEDULED IN NOVEMBER 2023, FOR A TERM OF TWO 
(2) YEARS, FOR POSITIONS BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2024, AND SAID POSITIONS 
WILL STAND FOR ELECTION IN NOVEMBER 2025, FOR FOUR (4) YEAR TERMS 
BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2026, AND EVERY FOUR (4) YEARS THEREAFTER.” 
 
ARTICLE IX 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION 
 
SECTION 4. ELECTIONS. 
 
The regular municipal election shall be held on the first (1st) Tuesday after the first (1st) Monday 
in November of odd numbered years, commencing in 1977, for the Mayor, the President of Council 
and all members of Council. THE REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION SHALL BE HELD 
ON THE FIRST (1ST) TUESDAY AFTER THE FIRST (1ST) MONDAY IN NOVEMBER 
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OF ODD NUMBERED YEARS, COMMENCING IN 2023, AND AS PRESCRIBED BY 
ARTICLE IV, SECTION 1 OF THE CHARTER. 
 
 SECTION 3. That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the General Election to be held November 5, 2019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall Article IV, Section 1 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park be amended to 
provide that the positions of President of Council and the at-large Member of Council be 
elected in the regular municipal election scheduled in November 2023, for a term of four 
(4) years beginning in January 2024, and every four (4) years thereafter; and that positions 
of the five (5) Ward Members of Council be elected in the regular municipal election 
scheduled in November 2023, for a term of two (2) years, for terms beginning January 1, 
2024, and such Ward council member positions stand for election in November 2025, for 
four (4) year terms beginning January 1, 2026, and every four (4) years thereafter?” 

 
 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
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 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 

PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-30 
REQUESTED BY: MAYOR EILEEN ANN PATTON 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND ARTICLE IV OF THE CHARTER 
OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO PROVIDE THAT SECTION 14 REQUIRE THAT 
NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING BE PROVIDED TO RECORD TITLE HOLDERS OF THE 
PROPERTY WITHIN AN AREA OF FIVE HUNDRED (500) FEET, OR GREATER AS MAY 
BE PROVIDED BY ORDINANCE OF COUNCIL AS DISCLOSED BY RECORDS OF THE 
CUYAHOGA COUNTY OFFICE OF FISCAL OFFICER AND TO REQUIRE THAT ANY 
SUCH ZONING ACTION SHALL BE REFERRED TO THE PLANNING AND DESIGN 
COMMISSION AS PROVIDED IN ARTICLE VII, SECTION 2 (d) OF THE CHARTER; AND 
THAT SECTION 16. VOTER APPROVAL OF ZONING CHANGES BE DELETED AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in September of 2018, the Mayor appointed nine (9) qualified electors to the 
2018/2019 Charter Review Commission (“Commission”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Commission is charged with reviewing 
the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), and recommending alterations, 
revisions and amendments, if any, to the Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Council shall review the recommendations 
of the Charter Review Commission and approve or disapprove each individual recommendation. 
The Council thereafter shall submit to the electors any such proposed alterations, revisions, or 
amendments of this Charter it has approved by an affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one 
of its members pursuant to Article XII of this Charter at the next General Election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter provides that notice of a public hearing include record title 
holders of property immediately adjacent, adjoining and abutting the subject property and that the 
electors of the City of Fairview Park shall approve changes in zoning classification, districts and 
uses in at municipal elections; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission recommends that notice of a public hearing 
be amended to include record title holders of property within five hundred (500) feet of the subject 
property; that zoning actions be referred to the Planning and Design Commission; and that voter 
approval of zoning changes be deleted.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
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 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
Article IV of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park to provide that Section 14 (b) require that 
notice of a public hearing be provided to record title holders of the property within an area of five 
hundred (500) feet, or greater as may be provided by Ordinance of Council as disclosed by records 
of the Cuyahoga County Office of Fiscal Officer and to require that any such zoning action shall 
be referred to Planning and Design Commission as provided in Article VII, Section 2 (d) of the 
Charter; and that Section 16. Voter Approval of Zoning Changes, be deleted. 
 
 SECTION 2. That the proposed amendments to Article IV read as follows: 
 
ARTICLE IV 
THE COUNCIL 
 
SECTION 14. ENACTMENT OF ZONING ORDINANCES AND REGULATIONS, 
NOTICE. 
 
(b)    The Council may provide by ordinance for the procedure for the passage and amendments to 
any zoning ordinance, the maps and regulations thereof, and the publication of notice and public 
hearings thereof, provided that the minimum notice of the time and place of such public hearing 
shall be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the city, with the first such notice being published not less than thirty days (30) prior to the first 
public hearing at which Council considers such ordinance. In the event it is proposed to amend, 
enlarge, or change any area, zone or district classification, defined in an enacted ordinance, then, 
in addition to the newspaper notice hereinbefore provided, notice of the time and place of such 
public hearing shall be given by first class mail, postage pre-paid, ten (10) days before such 
hearing, to the record title holders of the property immediately adjacent, adjoining and abutting on 
WITHIN AN AREA OF FIVE HUNDRED (500) FEET, OR GREATER AS MAY BE 
PROVIDED BY ORDINANCE OF COUNCIL, OF such area, zone, or district proposed to be 
changed. Record title holder shall mean the title holder of such property as disclosed by the 
Records of the Auditor of Cuyahoga County OFFICE OF FISCAL OFFICER, thirty (30) days 
immediately prior to the date of such public hearing. If the mailing address of such record title 
holder cannot be reasonably ascertained, then the aforesaid newspaper notice of such hearing shall 
be deemed adequate notice. Nothing herein provided shall be construed as limiting the power of 
the Council from enlarging on such notice. ANY SUCH ZONING ACTION SHALL BE 
REFERRED TO PLANNING AND DESIGN COMMISSION AS PROVIDED IN 
ARTICLE VII, SECTION 2 (d) OF THE CHARTER. 
 
SECTION 16. VOTER APPROVAL OF ZONING CHANGES 
 
 (a)   An ordinance, resolution, or other action, whether legislative or administrative in nature, 
effecting a change in the zoning classification or district of any property within the City of Fairview 
Park, Ohio, shall not become effective after the passage thereof, until Council submits such 
ordinance, resolution or other action to the electorate at a regularly scheduled election in November 
or a primary election in May occurring more than sixty (60) days after the passage of the ordinance, 
resolution, or other action and such ordinance, resolution or other action is approved by a majority 
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of the electors voting thereon, in this Municipality and in each ward in which the change is 
applicable to property in the ward. 
   (b)   An ordinance, resolution, or other action, whether legislative or administrative in nature, 
effecting change in the uses permitted in any zoning use classification or district of the City of 
Fairview Park, Ohio, shall not become effective after the passage thereof, until Council submits 
such ordinance, resolution or other action to the electorate at a regularly scheduled election in 
November or a primary election in May occurring more than sixty (60) days after the passage of 
the ordinance, resolution or other action and such ordinance, resolution or other action is approved 
by a majority of the electors voting thereon, in this Municipality and in each ward in which the 
change is applicable to property in the ward. 
(Amended 11-7-95.) 
   (c)    The requirement of approval by a majority of voters voting thereon in this Municipality and 
in each ward in which the change is applicable shall also apply to changes in zoning classification, 
district or use sought to be effected by initiative petition. 
   (d)    All ordinances, resolutions, proclamations, motions and Charter provisions inconsistent 
with this section are hereby repealed and declared null and void. 
   (e)    This section shall be severable and if any subsection, part, word or application thereof is 
held invalid for any reason, such holding shall not invalidate or affect the force and effect of any 
other subsection, part, word or application thereof 
 
 SECTION 3. That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the General Election to be held November 5, 2019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
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PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall Article IV of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park be amended to provide that 
Section 14 require that notice of a public hearing be provided to record title holders of the 
property within an area of five hundred (500) feet, or greater as may be provided by 
Ordinance of Council as disclosed by records of the Cuyahoga County Office of Fiscal 
Officer and to require that any such zoning action shall be referred to Planning and Design 
Commission as provided in Article VII, Section 2 (d) of the Charter; and that Section 16. 
Voter Approval of Zoning Changes, be deleted?” 

 
 
 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 
 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 

PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-31 
REQUESTED AND SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND ARTICLE IV, SECTION 16, 
SUBSECTIONS (a) AND (b) OF THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO 
PROVIDE THAT COUNCIL SUBMIT AN ORDINANCE, RESOLUTION OR OTHER 
ACTION EFFECTING A CHANGE IN THE ZONING CLASSIFCATION OR DISTRICT OR 
EFFECTING CHANGE IN THE USES PERMITTED OF ANY PROPERTY TO THE 
ELECTORATE AT A REGULARLY SCHEDULED ELECTION IN NOVEMBER OR A 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PRIMARY ELECTION MORE THAN NINETY (90) DAYS 
AFTER THE PASSAGE OF SUCH ORDINANCE, RESOLUTION OR OTHER ACTION AND 
DECLARING AN ENERGENCY 
 
  
 WHEREAS, per Article XII of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), 
the Charter may be amended by Council, by the affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one of 
its members and submitted to the electors in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution 
and laws of Ohio; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter provides that an ordinance, resolution or other action 
effecting a change in the zoning classification or district or effecting change in the uses permitted 
of any property be submitted to the electorate at the regularly scheduled election in November or 
primary election in May more than sixty (60) days after the passage of such ordinance, resolution 
or action; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the requirement that an ordinance, resolution or other action effecting a 
change in the zoning classification or district or effecting change in the uses permitted of any 
property be submitted to the electorate at the regularly scheduled election in November or primary 
election in May more than sixty (60) days after the passage of such ordinance, resolution or action 
does not provide sufficient time for the Board of Elections to provide ballots to all eligible electors 
and additional time is required and in certain years primary elections are held in a month other 
than May. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
 
 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
Article IV, Section 16, Subsections (a) and (b) of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park to 
provide that Council submit an ordinance, resolution or other action effecting a change in the 
zoning classification or district or effecting change in the uses permitted of any property to the 
electorate at a regularly scheduled election in November or a regularly scheduled primary election 
more than ninety (90) days after the passage of such ordinance, resolution or other action. 
  



Ordinance 19-31 | Page 2 
 

 SECTION 2. That the proposed amendments to Article IV, Section 16 read as follows: 
 
ARTICLE IV 
THE COUNCIL 
 
SECTION 16. VOTER APPROVAL OF ZONING CHANGES 

(a)       An ordinance, resolution or other action, whether legislative or administrative in 
nature, effecting a change in the zoning classification or district of any property within 
the City of Fairview Park, Ohio, shall not become effective after the passage thereof, 
until Council submits such ordinance, resolution or action to the electorate at a 
regularly scheduled election in November or a REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
primary election in May occurring more than sixty NINETY(60 90) days after the 
passage of the ordinance, resolution of other action and such ordinance, resolution or 
other action is approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon, in this 
Municipality and in each ward in which the change is applicable to the property in the 
ward. 
 

(b)       An ordinance, resolution or other action, whether legislative or administrative in 
nature, effecting change in the uses permitted in any zoning use classification or district 
of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio, shall not become effective after the passage thereof, 
until Council submits such ordinance, resolution or action to the electorate at a 
regularly scheduled election in November or a REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
primary election in May occurring more than sixty NINETY(60 90) days after the 
passage of the ordinance, resolution of other action and such ordinance, resolution or 
other action is approved by a majority of the electors voting thereon, in this 
Municipality and in each ward in which the change is applicable to the property in the 
ward. 

 
 SECTION 3.  That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
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to the General Election to be held November 5, 2019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall Article IV, Section 16, Subsections (a) and (b) of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park be amended to provide that Council submit an ordinance, resolution or other action 
effecting a change in the zoning classification or district or effecting change in the uses 
permitted of any property to the electorate at a regularly scheduled election in November 
or a regularly scheduled primary election, more than ninety (90) days after the passage of 
such ordinance, resolution or other action?” 

 
 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 
 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 

PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-32 
REQUESTED BY: MAYOR EILEEN ANN PATTON 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND ARTICLE IV, SECTION 11 OF 
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO PROVIDE THAT ALL 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, STATEMENTS, ORDERS, PROCLAMATIONS AND 
REPORTS REQUIRED BY LAW OR BY THIS CHARTER, SHALL BE POSTED IN A 
BROADLY ACCESSIBLE PLACE AS PRESCRIBED BY COUNCIL AND INCLUDE 
POSTING ON THE OFFICIAL CITY WEBSITE OR OTHER ELECTRONIC MEANS AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
 
 WHEREAS, in September of 2018, the Mayor appointed nine (9) qualified electors to the 
2018/2019 Charter Review Commission (“Commission”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Commission is charged with reviewing 
the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), and recommending alterations, 
revisions and amendments, if any, to the Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Council shall review the recommendations 
of the Charter Review Commission and approve or disapprove each individual recommendation. 
The Council thereafter shall submit to the electors any such proposed alterations, revisions, or 
amendments of this Charter it has approved by an affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one 
of its members pursuant to Article XII of this Charter at the next General Election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter provides that all ordinances, resolutions, statements, 
orders, proclamations and reports required by law or by the Charter or by ordinance be published 
or posted at one place, the City Hall; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission recommends that such publishing or posting 
be posted in a broadly accessible place as prescribed by Council and that publication shall include 
posing on the official City website or other electronic means. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
 
 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
Article IV, Section 11 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park to provide that all required 
publication and postings of the Council be in a broadly accessible place as prescribed by Council 
and include posting on the official City website or other electronic means. 
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 SECTION 2. That the proposed amendments to Article IV read as follows: 

ARTICLE IV 
THE COUNCIL 
 
SECTION 11. FORM OF LEGISLATIVE ACTION. 
 
All legislative action by Council shall be by ordinance or resolution introduced in written or printed 
form. An affirmative vote of at least a majority of the members elected to Council shall be required 
for the passage or enactment of every ordinance or resolution. Unless otherwise provided herein, 
every ordinance or resolution shall be read at three (3) different Council meetings unless a majority 
plus one of the members elected to Council dispense with this requirement. If a written or printed 
copy of the ordinance or resolution shall have been furnished to each member of Council prior to 
its introduction, the ordinance or resolution shall be deemed to have been read if the title is fully 
read, provided however, at the request of two or more members of Council the full text of the 
ordinance or resolution shall be read. 
 
 All ordinances, resolutions, statements, orders, proclamations and reports required by law or by 
this Charter or by ordinance to be published or posted, shall be posted IN A BROADLY 
ACCESSIBLE PLACE AS PRESCRIBED BY COUNCIL at one place, the City Hall, for a 
period of not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the taking effect thereof. PUBLICATION 
SHALL ALSO INCLUDE POSTING ON THE OFFICIAL CITY WEBSITE OR OTHER 
ELECTRONIC MEANS. Any emergency ordinance or resolution shall also be published or 
posted as aforesaid, but said requirements shall not postpone the immediate taking effect thereof 
as provided in Section 12 of this Article. 
 
 SECTION 3. That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the General Election to be held November 5, 2019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
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 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall Article IV, Section 11 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park be amended to 
provide that all required publications and postings of Council be in a broadly accessible 
place as prescribed by Council and include posting on the official City website or other 
electronic means?” 

 
 
 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 
 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 

PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-33 
REQUESTED AND SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND ARTICLE IX, SECTION 3 OF 
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO MOVE PRIMARY ELECTIONS 
FROM SEPTEMBER TO MAY AND TO CORRECT SAID SECTION TO PROVIDE THAT IN 
CASE THERE SHALL NOT BE MORE THAN TWO (2) PERSONS WHO SHALL HAVE 
FILED PETITIONS FOR THE OFFICE OF COUNCIL AT LARGE AS PROVIDED FOR IN 
THIS CHARTER, THEN SAID PERSONS SHALL BE THE CANDIDATES AT THE 
REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTION AND THE PRIMARY FOR THE PARTICULAR 
OFFICE SHALL NOT BE HELD AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
 WHEREAS, in September of 2018, the Mayor appointed nine (9) qualified electors to the 
2018/2019 Charter Review Commission (“Commission”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Commission is charged with reviewing 
the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), and recommending alterations, 
revisions and amendments, if any, to the Council; and  
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XIV of the Charter, the Council shall review the recommendations 
of the Charter Review Commission and approve or disapprove each individual recommendation. 
The Council thereafter shall submit to the electors any such proposed alterations, revisions, or 
amendments of this Charter it has approved by an affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one 
of its members pursuant to Article XII of this Charter at the next General Election; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter requires that primary elections be held in the month of 
September; and 
 
 WHEREAS, holding an earlier primary would result in cost savings; ensure that those who 
participate in early voting have sufficient time between the primary election and early voting 
period; increase voter turnout; and allow the Board of Elections to send accurate and timely ballots 
to military and overseas voters; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in 2009, amendments were made to Article IX, Section 3 to reduce the number 
of candidates receiving the highest number of votes at the primary election who are to be placed 
on the ballot of the General Election from six (6) persons to two (2) persons; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter provides that in case there shall not be more than six (6) 
persons who shall have filed petitions for the office of Council-at-large as provide for in this 
Charter then a primary election shall not be held; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Charter Review Commission recommends that Article IX, Section 3 be 
amended to reference in case there shall not be more than two (2) persons for the office of Council-
at-large, since there is only one position of Council-at-large. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
 
 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
Article IX, Section 3 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park to move primary elections from 
September to May and to correct said section to provide that in case there shall not be more than 
two (2) persons who shall have filed petitions for the office of Council-at-large as provided for in 
this Charter, then said persons shall be the candidates at the regular Municipal election and the 
primary for the particular office shall not be held. 
 
 SECTION 2. That the proposed correction in Article IX reads as follows: 
 
ARTICLE IX 
NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
 
SECTION 3. PRIMARY ELECTION. 
 
Candidates for all offices to be voted for at any municipal election under the provisions of this 
Charter shall be nominated at a non-partisan primary election to be held on the second first 
Tuesday after the first Monday in May September. 
   The number of candidates for the office of Mayor, President of Council and Ward Councilmen 
at any regular municipal election in the City shall be the two candidates on the primary election 
ballot receiving the highest number of votes at the primary election. The number of candidates for 
the office of Council-at-large at any regular municipal election in the City shall be the two (2) 
candidates on the primary election ballot receiving the highest number of votes at the primary 
election. 
  In case there shall not be more than two persons who shall have filed petitions for the office of 
Mayor, President of Council and Ward Councilmen as provided for in this Charter, then said 
persons shall be the candidates at the regular municipal election and the primary for the particular 
office shall not be held. In case there shall not be more than TWO (2) six (6) persons who shall 
have filed petitions for the office of Council-at-large as provided for in this Charter, then said 
persons shall be the candidates at the regular Municipal election and the primary for the particular 
office shall not be held. 
   Anyone who has not filed a petition for this primary election shall be ineligible as a candidate in 
the regular municipal election. 
 
 SECTION 3. That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
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 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the General Election to be held November 5, 3019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
 
 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
 
 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall Article IX, Section 3 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park be amended to 
move primary elections from September to May and be corrected to provide that in case 
there shall not be more than two (2) persons who shall have filed petitions for the office of 
Council-at-large as provided for in this Charter, then said persons shall be the candidates 
at the regular Municipal election and the primary for the particular office shall not be held?” 

 
 
 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 
 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-34 
REQUESTED AND SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MCDONOUGH 
 
 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION TO THE ELECTORS OF THE 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK THE PROPOSAL TO AMEND ARTICLE X, SECTION 3, OF 
THE CHARTER OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO PROVIDE THAT IN THE EVENT 
A RECALL PETITION HAS BEEN FOUND SUFFICIENT AND HAS BEEN DELIVERED TO 
THE OFFICIAL WHOSE RECALL IS SOUGHT AND A RECORD IS MADE OF SUCH 
DELIVERY, IF SUCH OFFICIAL SHALL NOT RESIGN WITHIN FIVE (5) DAYS AFTER 
THE DAY ON WHICH SUCH DELIVERY SHALL HAVE BEEN MADE, THE COUNCIL 
SHALL FIX A DAY FOR HOLDING A RECALL ELECTION NOT LESS THAN NINETY (90) 
DAYS, NOR MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (120) DAYS FROM THE DATE OF 
DELIVERY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
 
 
 WHEREAS, per Article XII of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park, Ohio (“Charter”), 
the Charter may be amended by Council, by the affirmative vote of at least a majority plus one of 
its members and submitted to the electors in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution 
and laws of Ohio; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the current Charter provides that in the event a recall petition has been found 
sufficient and has been delivered to the official whose recall is sought and a record is made of such 
delivery, if such official shall not resign within five (5) days after the day on which such delivery 
shall have been made, the Council shall fix a day for holding a recall election not less than thirty 
(30) days, nor more than forty-five (45) days from the date of delivery; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the requirement that the Council shall fix a day for holding the recall election 
not less than thirty (30) days, nor more than forty-five (45) days from the date of delivery does not 
provide sufficient time for the Board of Elections to provide ballots to all eligible electors and 
additional time is required. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
FAIRVIEW PARK, COUNTY OF CUYAHOGA AND STATE OF OHIO: 
 
 SECTION 1. It shall be proposed to the electors of the City of Fairview Park to amend 
Article X, Section 3 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park to provide in the event a recall 
petition has been found sufficient and has been delivered to the official whose recall is sought and 
a record is made of such delivery, if such official shall not resign within five (5) days after the day 
on which such delivery shall have been made, the Council shall fix a day for holding a recall 
election not less than ninety (90) days, nor more than one hundred twenty (120) days from the date 
of delivery. 
 
  



Ordinance 19-34 | Page 2 
 

 
 SECTION 2. That the proposed amendment to Article X read as follows: 
 
ARTICLE X 

INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM, RECALL 
SECTION 3. RECALL 
 Electors shall have the power to remove from office by recall election, any elected official 
of the City. After an elected official has served six months of his term, a petition demanding his 
recall and removal, may be filed with the Clerk of Council. Such petition shall be signed by at least 
twenty-five percent (25%) of the total electors voting at the last preceding Regular Municipal 
Election, provided, however, the petition for recall of a councilperson from a ward shall be signed 
by at least that number of electors of the councilperson’s ward equal to twenty-five percent (25%) 
in number of the electors of such ward who voted at the last preceding regular Municipal Election. 
If the Clerk shall find the petition sufficient, he shall promptly so certify to the Council, shall 
deliver a copy of such certificate to the official whose removal is sought and make a record of such 
delivery. If such official shall not resign within five (5) days after the day on which such delivery 
shall have been made, the Council shall fix a day for holding a recall election not less than thirty 
NINETY (30 90) days, nor more than forty-five ONE HUNDRED TWENTY (45 120) days from 
the date of delivery. If a majority of the votes cast shall be voted affirmatively, such official shall 
remain in office. If a majority of the votes cast shall be voted negatively, such official shall be 
considered as removed, his office shall be deemed vacant and such vacancy shall be filled as 
provided in this Charter. The official removed by such recall election shall not be eligible for 
appointment to the vacancy created thereby.  
 
 SECTION 3. That this amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park shall be 
submitted to the electors pursuant to Articles XII and XIV of the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park and in accordance with all other laws. 
 
 SECTION 4. That the forgoing proposed amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview 
Park, on receiving at least a majority of the votes cast at the November 5, 2019 General Election, 
shall become effective immediately upon passage. 
 
 SECTION 5. That the Clerk of Council is authorized to promptly forward a certified copy 
of this Ordinance to the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections so that the Board of Elections shall 
cause an appropriate notice to be given of the election to be held on November 5, 2019 of the 
foregoing amendment to the Charter of the City of Fairview Park and otherwise to provide for the 
election in the manner provided by the general laws of the State of Ohio. 
 
 SECTION 6. That the Clerk of Council shall cause the full text of the proposed amendment 
to the Charter to be published once a week for two (2) consecutive weeks in a newspaper published 
in the City of Fairview Park, with the first publication being made at least fifteen (15) days prior 
to the General Election to be held November 5, 2019 as provided in Article XVIII, Section 9 of 
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and Section 731.211 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
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 SECTION 7. Spaces shall be provided on the ballot where the electors of the City of 
Fairview Park can indicate a “yes” or a “no” to the question submitted and that the ballot 
submitting the question of the adoption of the amendment shall read as follows: 
 

PROPOSED CHARTER AMENDMENT 
CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK 

 
A majority affirmative vote is necessary for passage 

 
“Shall Article X, Section 3 of the Charter of the City of Fairview Park be amended to 
provide that in the event a recall petition has been found sufficient and has been delivered 
to the official whose recall is sought and a record is made of such delivery, if such official 
shall not resign within five (5) days after the day on which  such delivery shall have been 
made, the Council shall fix a day for holding a recall election not less than ninety (90) days, 
nor more than one hundred twenty (120) days from the date of delivery?” 

 
 SECTION 8. It is found and determined that all formal actions of this council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this ordinance were adopted in an open meeting of this council, and 
that all deliberations of this council and any of its committees that resulted in such formal action 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with all legal requirements. 
 
 SECTION 9. That this ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure, necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety and welfare; and so that this 
amendment can be place on the ballot at General Election of November 5, 2019; and provided it 
receives the affirmative vote of a majority plus one of  the members elected to Council, it shall 
take effect and be in force immediately upon its passage and approval by the mayor, otherwise 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
 

PASSED:      1st reading:  06.03.19 
APPROVED:      2nd reading:  

3rd reading:  
 
 
___________________________________ 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 
 
___________________________________ 
Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor 
 
___________________________________ 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 
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