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Shade Tree Advisory Committee (STAC) 
May 9, 2019  

Meeting began at 6:09pm with the following members present: Mike Varga, Mary Alice (MA) Mastrovito, Dale 
VanZante, Penn Berens, Kate McCarthy, and Doreen Papajcik. Absent; Matt Misencik.   
 

Old Business 
Community Council- Matt and MA had positive experience and made new contacts.  Next meeting is Wed July 17 
at 7pm in Dunson Room.  Kate and Doreen will attend.  STAC will pay the $10 dues to be Members in Good 
Standing.  Permanent Signs at Bain:  5 beautiful signs on stakes for $342. City will place them facing north.  
Volunteer Day May 11, 2019 from 10:30-12:30 at Grannis.  Penn will try to be there to help start.  Dale and Boy 
Scouts will meet MA at Bain Pavilion. Girl Scouts unavailable May 11, but want to help in future. 
 

Long Term Business 
MVTrees; we are behind schedule. Only 3 nominees from homeowners. We accept nominations until June 1. 
Doreen will nominate from West Valley area. All to continue nominating please.  Kate and Doreen volunteered to 
add the task of notifying the homeowners that their tree is nominated. Intent is to bring awareness of value of 
trees, with the goal of fewer trees removed. MVTree Poster is at Gemini Center; Mike will get nomination forms 
beside the poster. For next year, have advertising of MVTree at the Annual Shred Day 
 

New Business 
Resident requested help and advice in planting a tree at her Marleen Ave property. Mike delegated Doreen to set 
up a time for Mike and Doreen to visit property. 
Urban Forest Condition-Penn-keep this on agenda. Penn is updating the inventory and management plan. Will 
update the DO NOT PLANT list. Will endorse Arborist Plan to include plantings in replacement budget. 
Resolution regarding power lines and trees: Doreen contacted Council Pres Mike Kilbane who advised he will 
assign the issue to Committee. We are to tell him what we want in the ordinance and Mike Kilbane will introduce 
it. Doreen to draft this ordinance and present to STAC at next meeting for approval. Overall, we want NO TREES 
under the power lines. But if you want to use the city’s Adopt a Tree program, perhaps we can find a legal way 
to go in 5-10’ on homeowner’s lawn to plant. 
STAC recommendations for W210: Remove linden trees under the power lines. Suggest to start South of Lorain 
and end at Mastick. We endorse this proposal from City Arborist Mike Arborist Report.  
Arbor Day, April 26, 2019, Plantings at Nelson Russ were done by designee Ryan and his family. They was a 
Proclamation and the Garden Club paid $150 toward the trees. 
STAC questions for the city: Arborist Mike reviewed these with Director Shawn. STAC will continue developing 
questions. Shawn plans to come to our meeting soon. Status on young tree pruning workshop in city: no update 
Cle Water and First Energy tree replacement: They have the right of way to trim. Unfortunately, the city must 
provide follow up on these trees. Mike contacted them and was successful in changing from Pear and Norway 
Maple to more suitable choices from our recommended tree list. 
W227 trees; Building Dept. did a walk North of Lorain; found many damaged sidewalks d/t tree roots. There are 
lots of repairs needed by City Workers. Discussion followed as to best tree practices and the precedence that 
may be set with this work.  Campus trees will be planted in fall. Will use tree suggestions that Matt presented at a 
prior meeting.  Arborist Mike will provide monthly report at future meetings on the # of tree planting requests and 
the # of tree removal requests. Intent: increase STAC awareness of resident’s desires. 
 

Future Opportunities on the Horizon 
Continue nominating for MVTree, and updating Facebook, tell friends, family, and strangers.  Advocate for city to 
make major investment in the Urban Forest and endorse City Arborist recommendations.  Follow up with Home 
owners who want help with tree placements/management 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:02pm.  Next Meeting: Thursday June 13, 2019 at 6p at City Hall.   
 
 

Minutes by Doreen Dever Papajcik 
 
CC: Mayor Eileen Ann Patton 
 All members of Council 
 
  


