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 1 
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF FAIRVIEW PARK CITY COUNCIL 2 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2020 3 
 4 
The regular meeting of Council was called to order by Council President Pro Tem Minek at 7:00 p.m. 5 
MOMENT OF SILENT PRAYER 6 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 7 
ROLL CALL | PRESENT:  8 
COUNCIL – B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger 9 
ADMINISTRATION – Mayor Cooney , Director Costello, Director Riley and Engineer Mackay 10 
 11 
THE CHAIR made a motion to excuse Council President Kilbane from the meeting. 12 
MOVED and SECONDED. 13 
ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Motion carried. 14 
YES: B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger 15 
 16 
THE CHAIR made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of December 16, 2019. 17 
MOVED and SECONDED. 18 
ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Motion carried. 19 
YES: B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger 20 
 21 
THE CHAIR made a motion to approve the minutes of the organizational meeting of Council of January 6, 22 
2020. 23 
MOVED and SECONDED. 24 
ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Motion carried. 25 
YES: B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger 26 
 27 
THE CHAIR made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of January 6, 2020. 28 
MOVED and SECONDED. 29 
ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Motion carried. 30 
YES: B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger 31 
 32 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 33 
COUNCILWOMAN WERING reported that The Local Government and Community Services committee 34 
met on Monday, January 13th beginning at 7:55 PM. In attendance were members of Council, Mayor 35 
Cooney, Finance Director Cingle, Director of Public Service and Development Costello, and Resident Tom 36 
Berns. The Committee discussed Ordinance 19-61, legislation that dedicates Thomas Lane Park as a park 37 
in the City of Fairview Park. On November 26, 2019, the Planning and Design Committee and Parks and 38 
Rec Commission were requested to consider Thomas Lane Park's design and implementation as required by 39 
Charter prior to dedication. The Charter requires review of plans within 60 days of referral, however, due to 40 
the changeover in Administration, the reviews have not taken place yet with an impending deadline of 41 
January 25. Resident Tom Berns of North Sagamore Street asked to give his input regarding the development 42 
of Thomas Lane Park. He indicated that residents of Coffinberry still have questions and concerns regarding 43 
the Park and asked to provide input, to which Council listened and discussed. Council opted to send a letter 44 
to Planning & Design and the Parks & Rec Commission asking for confirmation that the Park will be on the 45 
February Agendas for consideration. Council also directed Mr. Berns to voice his opinion at either of those 46 
two public meetings to guide their recommendations. Council voted 7-0 to return this legislation to 47 
committee pending recommendations from Parks and Recreation Commission and the Planning and Design 48 
commission. Ordinances 19-62 and 19-63 are related to the dedication of Thomas Lane Park and were 49 
discussed briefly, as they cannot be moved forward until 19-61 moves forward. Council voted 7-0 to return 50 
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Ordinance 19-62 to committee and voted 7-0 to return Ordinance 19-63 to committee. Local Government 51 
and Community Services ended at 8:15 PM. 52 
 53 
COUNCILWOMAN KING reported that the Finance Committee met on Monday, January 13, 2020 at 54 
7:13pm and in attendance were the members of Council, Mayor Cooney, Directors Cingle and Costello and 55 
Matthew Stuczynski from Financial Advisory Services and members of the community. Ordinance 20-01 56 
authorizes the issuance and sale of bond notes for Gemini roof replacement project.   Matthew Stuczynski 57 
from financial advisory services was there to explain the process and answer all questions related to the 58 
$1,250,000 bond that matures on Feb 20, 2020. The Administration has indicated that it wants to pay down 59 
the notes partially and issue a new note prior to the current one maturing.  A motion to place this legislation 60 
on second read and placed back in committee passed with a vote 7-0. Resolution 20-01, awarding active 61 
Interim and Inactive Deposits 2020-2024 Director Cingle explained this piece of legislation to council, and 62 
that it is basically a housekeeping item to allow the finance Department to use the banks most appropriate 63 
for the types of transactions occurring.  With no additional questions or discussions needed a motion to place 64 
this legislation on 2nd and subsequent 3rd read passed with a vote of 7-0. Ordinance 19-70 authorizes a   65 
contract with Mackay Engineering for 2020-2023.  A request was made that the contract be amended to 66 
reflect that any contracted workers will receive whichever Union percentage increase is the least. A motion 67 
to then place this piece of legislation on 3rd read and up for vote was passed with a vote of 7-0. Resolution 68 
19-22 authorizes the 2020 Area Agency on Aging Contract.  A change needs to be made to section 1 69 
changing the date listed from 2018 to 2020, which was previously amended in committee. A motion was 70 
made to place this piece of legislation on 3rd read and up for passage with a vote of 7-0. Two discussion 71 
items were brought up: 1) Solid Waste Fees - The extension contract is up in June 2020 and a decision to 72 
renew must be made prior to April 1. Council has indicated that it would like to discuss this further to 73 
determine whether another renewal is what they would like to move forward with. 2) Budget Discussion 74 
(2020) - Director Cingle told council that he will have the budgets for 2020 from department heads by the 75 
end of January and to council mid Feb.  Council will hold a meeting on a Saturday to discuss budgets.  A 76 
request was made to Director Cingle and Mayor Cooney that moving forward the department heads submit 77 
their information for the 2021 budget prior to the end of December 2020 (preferably after the books have 78 
been closed to purchases and final requisitions have been made by Departments at the end of the third 79 
quarter) and they were open to this suggestion. Finance committee concluded at 7:55pm.  80 
 81 
LEGISLATION ON FIRST READING 82 
THE CHAIR placed the following legislation up for first reading and introduction: 83 
ORDINANCE NO. 20-03 84 
REQUESTED BY: COUNCILMAN MINEK 85 
SPONSORED BY: CITY COUNCIL  86 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 921.05 (a)(3) OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY 87 
OF FAIRVIEW PARK TO PERMIT THE SALE OF BEER AND WINE COOLERS ONLY TO BE SOLD AND 88 
CONSUMED AT SUMMER FEST 2020 TO BE HELD IN BOHLKEN PARK ON JULY 30, 31, August 1 and 89 
2, 2020 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  90 
ACTION: Ordinance 20-03 was placed on first reading and referred to the Local Government and 91 
Community Services Committee. 92 
 93 
COUNCILWOMAN KING placed the following legislation up for first reading: 94 
ORDINANCE NO. 20-04 95 
REQUESTED BY: ANTHONY RAFFIN, FIRE CHIEF 96 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILWOMAN KING 97 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING CITY COUNCIL TO ACCEPT THE BID OF THE LOWEST 98 
RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE BIDDER AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OR DESIGNEE TO 99 
ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH THE LOWEST RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE BIDDER FOR THE 100 
INSTALLATION OF A SOURCE CAPTURE EXHAUST SYSTEM AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 101 
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ACTION: Ordinance 20-04 was placed on first reading and referred to the Finance Committee. 102 
 103 
LEGISLATION ON SECOND READING 104 
COUNCILWOMAN KING placed the following legislation up for second reading: 105 
ORDINANCE NO. 20-01  106 
REQUESTED BY:  MAYOR PATRICK COONEY  107 
SPONSORED BY:  COUNCILWOMAN KING 108 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF NOT TO EXCEED $1,250,000 OF 109 
NOTES, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 110 
CONSTRUCTING,  RECONSTRUCTING, REPAIRING AND EQUIPPING THE ROOF OF THE CITY’S 111 
RECREATION COMPLEX, AND IMPROVEMENTS APPURTENANT THERETO, AND RELATED 112 
BUILDING AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 113 
ACTION: Ordinance 20-01 was placed on second reading and returned to the Finance Committee. 114 
 115 
ORDINANCE NO. 20-02 116 
REQUESTED BY: MAYOR PATRICK COONEY 117 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILWOMAN KING 118 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF FAIRVIEW PARK, OHIO TO ENTER 119 
INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF PROFESSIONAL 120 
FIREFIGHTERS, LOCAL 1057, AFL-CIO (IAFF) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 121 
ACTION: Ordinance 20-02 was placed on second reading and returned to the Finance Committee. 122 
 123 
RESOLUTION NO. 20-01 124 
REQUESTED BY: FINANCE DIRECTOR GREGORY CINGLE 125 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILWOMAN KING 126 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT AWARDING ACTIVE, 127 
INTERIM AND INACTIVE DEPOSITS, AND AUTHORIZING INVESTMENTS AND DECLARING AN 128 
EMERGENCY 129 
ACTION: Resolution 20-01 was placed on second reading and subsequent third reading. 130 
 131 
Audience Input on Legislation Up for Passage  132 
 133 
Legislation on Third Reading and Final Passage  134 
COUNCILWOMAN KING placed the following legislation up for third reading and final passage: 135 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-70  136 
REQUESTED BY: MAYOR PATRICK COONEY 137 
SPONSORED BY: COUNCILWOMAN KING 138 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A FOUR YEAR CONTRACT WITH 139 
MACKAY ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING COMPANY FOR PROFESSIONAL CONSULTING 140 
ENGINEERING SERVICES AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 141 
THE CHAIR asked for any discussion. 142 
COUNCILWOMAN KING made a motion to amend Exhibit A to insert changes agreed to in committee 143 
regarding union rate increases. 144 
MOVED & SECONDED. No Discussion. 145 
ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Motion carries.  146 
YES:  B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger  147 
ROLL ON PASSAGE: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Ordinance 19-70 Amended passes. 148 
YES:  B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger  149 
 150 
RESOLUTION NO. 19-22 151 
REQUESTED BY: SENIOR LIFE DIRECTOR, REGINA SILLASEN 152 
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SPONSORED BY: COUNCILWOMAN KING 153 
CO-SPONSORED BY: COUNCILMAN MINEK 154 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE WESTERN 155 
RESERVE AREA AGENCY ON AGING TO ACCEPT GRANT FUNDS FROM SAID AGENCY FOR THE 156 
CITY'S PROGRAMS UNDER THE TITLE III OF THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT OF 1965 (42 USC 35) 157 
WHICH PROVIDES FUNDING FOR TRANSPORTATION, NUTRITION AND SUPPORT SERVICES AND 158 
PARTIAL FUNDING FOR SUPPLEMENTAL PROGRAMS THEREUNDER FOR 2020 AND DECLARING 159 
AN EMERGENCY 160 
THE CHAIR asked for any discussion. 161 
COUNCILWOMAN KING made a motion to amend to change the year from 2018 to 2020 in Section 1. 162 
MOVED & SECONDED. No Discussion. 163 
ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Motion carries.  164 
YES:  B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger  165 
ROLL ON PASSAGE: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Resolution 19-22 Amended passes. 166 
YES:  B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger  167 
 168 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION FROM THE MAYOR, DIRECTORS, AND OTHER CITY 169 
OFFICIALS 170 
MAYOR COONEY thanked Joe Maynard for preparing the meal at the Senior Center breakfast fundraiser 171 
yesterday. He said it was delicious and there was a great turnout. AARP will be offering tax return 172 
preparation assistance to seniors at the Senior Center from February 4 through April 17. Those interested 173 
can contact the Senior Center at 440.356.4437 to schedule an appointment. MAYOR COONEY also advised 174 
of the city’s lock box program, which is available in conjunction with the Police Department for $25. The 175 
Fairview Flea Festival will be held on June 20 and September 26 this year and additional information is 176 
forthcoming. The Cleveland Cavaliers held a kids clinic at the Gemini Center as a kick-off to the season, 177 
which was both well attended and well-run. MAYOR COONEY announced that the city was the only one 178 
in Cuyahoga County which was awarded $665,800 from the Ohio Department of Transportation’s 179 
Competitive Bridge Partnership Program. The funds will be used to replace the bridge on West 227th over 180 
Coe Creek. Deterioration of the bridge has prohibited emergency vehicles and service trucks in being able 181 
to cross it. The total project cost is $815,800, which includes a contribution of $150,000 for design and 182 
engineering. He thanked city grant writer, Monica Rossiter for her hard work done on the grant and also the 183 
Former Service Director Shawn Leininger. MAYOR COONEY said that he attended a meeting with County 184 
Executive and other newly elected officials to hear of the programs and partnerships available for 185 
collaboration. He said that members of the Administration met today with State Representative Tony 186 
Gonzalez where they discussed federal projects in progress, airport issues and development opportunities. 187 
 188 
DIRECTOR COSTELLO reported on the response to the mixed bag weather over the weekend and reminded 189 
everyone that there is a snow ban in effect when there is snow over 2 inches, which helps the Service 190 
Department as they are out to salt and clear the streets. She reported that Republic Waste called and wanted 191 
to remind everyone that yard waste is not currently being collected due to regulations and to place them in 192 
waste containers and not the recycling containers. DIRECTOR COSTELLO announced that she will be 193 
making a presentation to the Parks and Recreation Commission tomorrow regarding the Thomas Lane public 194 
space plans. She thanked City Council for passing the Mackay legislation which helps with many of our 195 
public projects. 196 
 197 
ENGINEER MACKAY thanked Council for passing the contract authorization for Mackay Engineering and 198 
that he appreciates their confidence in them and they look forward to working on projects in the future. 199 
 200 
PUBLIC SESSION 201 
MS. E(LIZ)ABETH THADEUS - 4914 West 220th Street – MS. THADEUS read the following statement: 202 
“I wish to address City Council regarding a current and ongoing dispute with my landlord. On July 15th, 203 
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2019 I wrote a letter to President Kilbane informing him of numerous concerns I had as a renter. Over much 204 
contemplation and for fear of retaliation, I chose to address City Council on August 5th, 2019 to make them 205 
aware of my situation. Little did I know at that time I would be here again today #1) Accepting the realization 206 
that those fears would come to fruition #2) Addressing a new Mayor and City Council (my prayers being 207 
answered) #3) Experiencing and enduring a long 8 month path of retaliation & retribution that my landlord 208 
and his family chose to walk! In so choosing that path of retaliation and the many unwarranted acts inflicted 209 
upon me has resulted in compromising my health as well as my safety. On exercising his choice to continue 210 
that same path he chose to further wield those retaliatory actions against my children & grandchildren. Again 211 
the results inflicting such heartache, emotional distress and hardship on them of which they are still 212 
recovering from. These past 8 months of neglect, indifference to our living conditions, the total disregard to 213 
our health & safety and the length & depth of this retaliation is unconscionable! Mayor Cooney I am holding 214 
you to one of your campaign promises. I am putting my faith & trust in you and City Council that for as long 215 
as I reside in my home that you see that my current landlord be held accountable to date. That any future 216 
landlords and Managing LLC's be made to abide & adhere to Landlord/Tenant laws & tenant rights, abide 217 
by all the laws, ordinances & inspections for rental as well their homesteads for the City of Fairview Park & 218 
the State of Ohio. In conclusion an apology from any member seated here is deemed unnecessary. If in that 219 
any public apology is to be made to me, my children & my family, that sole act and responsibility lies on 220 
the shoulders of one man, his brother and his parents! I want to thank-you for giving me this opportunity to 221 
address you to make you aware of my situation and for having my voice heard.”  222 
 223 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS AND COMMENTS BY MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 224 
COUNCILWOMAN ADLER congratulated the Mayor on the grant for the bridge. She said she was 225 
excited to hear that the Cavs are recruiting young, and asked if there was any talent that can be brought up 226 
ASAP. 227 
 228 
COUNCILWOMAN WERING said that City Council passed a resolution last month declaring January as 229 
National Blood Donor Month in the City of Fairview Park. For most people, blood donation is not a daily 230 
thought, however for patients suffering trauma, surgical patients, women experiencing serious complications 231 
during childbirth, premature infants, and those suffering from cancer, it is the difference between life and 232 
death. These individuals are someone’s spouse, mother, father, sister, brother or friend. Every 2 seconds 233 
someone in your community needs blood. Both of Northeast Ohio’s blood banks, The American Red Cross 234 
and Vitalant have issued critical please for blood donations this month. COUNCILWOMAN WERING 235 
urged all residents who are willing and able to consider donation at your earliest convenience. 236 
 237 
COUNCILWOMAN KING thanked the Service Department for the great job they did this weekend with the 238 
crazy weather. COUNCILWOMAN KING announced to the audience that Council had a discussion in 239 
committee, and decided that they will no longer be using single-use bottled water for meetings, and will be 240 
updating the water fountain behind the dais to accommodate bottle filling. She announced that the Primary 241 
Election is on March 17, and if you need to register to vote the deadline is February 18. Early voting will 242 
begin at the Board of Elections on February 19. To see who and what is on the ballot, visit the Board of 243 
elections website. 244 
 245 
COUNCILMAN BURGER thanked everyone for coming out and said that there is a lot of good things going 246 
on. Parks and Recreation will meeting. He said that he has a meeting scheduled with the State Representative 247 
next Monday and hopes that we can continue to make good things happen. 248 
 249 
THE CHAIR asked Mayor Cooney of the timeframe of the bridge repair. 250 
MAYOR COONEY said that he did not and he will check with Director Costello and Monica and update. 251 
 252 
THE CHAIR entertained a motion to adjourn the regular meeting with no further business.  253 
MOVED and SECONDED.  254 
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ROLL ON MOTION: Vote: YES-6, NO-0 | Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 255 
YES:  B. Simmerly, B. Minek, M. Adler, S. Wering, B. King and G. Burger 256 
 257 
 258 
 259 
_____________________________________ 260 
Michael P. Kilbane, President of Council 261 
 262 
 263 
_____________________________________ 264 
Liz L. Westbrooks, Clerk of Council 265 
 266 
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